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HIP (Harvest Information Program)
Who needs a HIP number?
All hunters (whether licensed or exempt from being licensed) who plan to hunt doves, waterfowl, rails, woodcock, snipe, coots, 
gallinules or moorhens in Virginia must be registered with the Virginia Harvest Information Program (HIP). HIP is required each year 
and a new registration number is needed for the 2009-2010 hunting season.

How do I obtain a HIP number?
Online or Over the Phone
To register for HIP, visit  VAHIP.com or call 1-888-788-9772.

Hunters, after obtaining their 2009-10 hunting license, can visit VAHIP.com to register or call 1-888-788-9772 toll-free any time day or 
night. Hunters will need to have their new hunting license number to begin registering unless exempt from license requirements. Once 
the registration process is complete, a new unique ten-digit HIP number for 2009-2010 will be issued. There is a line provided on 
hunting licenses for the HIP registration number. Non-resident hunters hunting migratory game birds in Virginia are also required to 
register after purchasing their license.

License-Exempt Hunters
Hunters who are exempt from purchasing a license (because of age, lifetime license holders or landowners that hunt on their own land) 
are still required to register with HIP. Once they receive their HIP number they should record the unique 10 digit HIP number for 2009-
2010 on a piece of paper and carry it on their person while hunting.

Why do I need to register for HIP?
The HIP number is the hunter's proof that they registered with Virginia's program this year and must be available for inspection by Law 
Enforcement officials (State and Federal).

Last hunting season, 47,404 migratory game bird hunters registered with the Virginia Harvest Information Program. Participation in this 
program is not an option and hunters should realize that their participation in HIP will benefit the future of their migratory game bird 
hunting in Virginia. Answers provided by hunters to the questions during the short survey are not used to compile harvest estimates, but 
are simply used to identify what types of birds a hunter usually hunts. This allows the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to mail follow-up 
surveys to the appropriate hunters. For example, most surveys about dove harvest are sent to hunters who usually hunt doves, while 
most waterfowl harvest surveys are sent to hunters who usually hunt ducks and/or geese.
If a hunter's name is one of the few selected for the national harvest survey, they will be asked to voluntarily complete a detailed survey 
about their harvest during this year's hunting season. They will receive a hunting record form and will be asked to keep a record of the 
number of migratory birds they harvest during the season. They will also be given an addressed, postage-paid envelope to return their 
hunting form at the end of the season. Responses from hunters who choose to participate will be kept strictly confidential and will not be 
used for any other purpose. As soon as the survey is completed, the Service will destroy all hunter names and address records. This 
survey provides the information used to develop nationwide harvest estimates.
Reminder: different states have different methods for collecting the information and signing up hunters into the HIP program. Hunters 
are reminded that if planning to hunt migratory game birds in another state or states that they must be HIP-registered with each state.
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This year the VAWFA held its first Pig Pickinô at the the Pocahontas State Park in Chesterfield, VA. The event
was a fund raiser for the org. The cold rainy weather did not damper the spirits of the attending members and
their family. Some members had traveled hours to attend the special event. For many, it was good putting faces 
with names  and meeting new members.

Many folks enjoyed the southern style meal, silent auctions and some left with some great deals. Over twenty 
door prizes were given out. The winner of the Benelli shotgun raffle was Mary Nunnally of Chester, VA. A special 
Thanks goes to some of our sponsors, BIG HEAD lanyards, BassProShops, Danceôs Sporting Goods, FA 
Brands, Old Dominion LINE-X, Tim Grounds Calls and Watkinsô Calls for their contributions to the silent auctions 
and door prizes.

Many Thanks goes to the members who contributed covered dishes. A Very Special Thank you goes to Kent 
Callahan, Bruce Carter, Levi Callahan and Ryan Carter for cooking the pig and coordinating  the event. There 
was plenty of food for everyone and no one left hungry. 

For a cold, dark, rainy day, a lot of folks had a good time!

Virginia Waterfowlersõ Association

Pig Pickinõ
Membership Meeting

Sunday, October 18, 2009
3:00pm ð 7:00pm

at
Pocohontas State Park, Pavilion 1

(arrive at 3:00 pm for social, eat at 5:00 pm)

Fishing - bike trails - hiking
Silent 

Auctions

Raffles

Door
Prizes
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Waterfowl Hunting Safety Tips
Water is one hazard waterfowl hunters face that some land-based 
hunters donôt. Some of Virginiaôs waterfowl hunting seasons have 
already begun. Here, is a refresher for all waterfowl hunters.

Weather
Waterfowl hunters are a high-risk group for hypothermia because of their proximity to water, wind and changing 
weather conditions. To stay warm and avoid hypothermia:

-Wear wool clothing or clothing that stays warm when wet, like some fleece products. Bring extras in a 
waterproof bag.

-If you fall in - go home! Or, take a break and change into warm, dry clothes.

-Control wind and wetness by using waterproof shells, jackets, waders and boots.

-Bring a variety of high-energy and high-sugar content food bars for quick energy and calories.

-Wear a hat. Most warmth escapes through your head.

-Your extremities are very important. Itôs no fun to hunt with cold feet, hands or head. Bring chemical hand 
warmers for emergencies.

Boating Safety
While planning a waterfowl hunt, donôt forget to check to be sure the boat is in good working condition, with 
enough gas for the trip and equipped with proper personal flotation devices and other safety gear. Here are 
some additional steps to reduce the chances of drowning.

-Make sure everyone on board has a properly fitted, Coast Guard approved, life jacket or float coat.

-Never stand in an unsecured boat to shoot.

-Shoot only when at a natural, comfortable angle.

-Be aware of dogs, and other partners while in a boat - be extra careful with your gun. Similar to a blind, a boat 
is close quarters.

-Unload your shotgun when moving from place to place in a boat.

-Put your unloaded shotgun in a secured case. This keeps the shotgun cleaner and will remind you to unload 
the shotgun before moving.

-Floating gun cases earn their keep once the boat is upside down.

Waterfowl hunting can be safer and more enjoyable if you plan ahead and make safe-practices part of a water-
based hunt. Safety is always the first and most important measure of a successful hunt. Be sure to check the 
Virginia DGIF 2009- 2010 migratory bird hunting regulations for details on season dates and other waterfowl 
hunting information.



Take a Friend, Make a Hunter
The Apprentice Hunting License: A New Way To Get Involved in Hunting

Virginians interested in learning how to hunt and Virginia hunters eager to share 
their sport with friends and family now have a way to make it easier to pair up!
An apprentice license can be purchased by a new hunter before successfully 
completing the Department's hunter education course. However, apprentice 
hunters are reminded they still have to comply with this education requirement 
before legally purchasing a state resident or nonresident basic hunting license. 
Completion of the hunter education course can take place at any point during the
two-year period. Doing so will provide the apprentice with necessary proof of 
course passage to purchase the basic hunting license and continue hunting 
once the "test drive" period is over.
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Share your Hunting Photos and Stories With Us...
The VAWFA encourage you to send us photos of new young hunters that get their first duck, goose or maybe 
the special moment during the upcoming waterfowl hunting seasons. Also any unusual pictures or stories from 
any hunters are considered for posting. We encourage you to send us inspiring stories of novice or experienced 
sportsmen or mentors that we can share with our readers.
The pictures need to be in good taste for publicationðminimal blood, classic pose, etc. The composition of your 
photos are always important. Be sure to capture the moment with a good photoðconsider background, good
light, contrast, and have both young hunter and mentor in the photo, especially father-daughter, or mother-son, 
etc.
Please send us the basic information to Todd Cocker at: goosesmacker@aol.com. For a caption including: 
names, age, hometown, and comment from the young hunter or mentor.
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Life Jackets Required
Virginia's life jacket laws require that there must be one wearable (Type I, II, III, or V) USCG approved life 
jacket of the appropriate size for each person on the boat. All boats, except for personal watercraft, canoes, 
kayaks, and inflatable rafts, must carry one USCG approved Type IV throwable ring or seat cushion. In addition, 
if you are boating on federal waters where the USCG has jurisdiction, children under the age of 13 must wear a 
life jacket unless below deck, or in an enclosed cabin.
Borrow a kid's life jacket: If you're expecting young guests aboard and have a temporary need for the right-
sized lifejacket, the BoatU.S. Foundation has over 500 Kids Life Jacket Loaner Program locations across the 
country where you can borrow one for free.
For more information on boating water safety and the BoatU.S. Foundation services for Boating Safety and
Clean Water go to BoatUS.com. For details on Virginia's laws or to take a boating safety course, check out the 
VDGIF boating website.

Safe Boating in the Dark requires precautions
Check navigation lights and power sources before launching. Vessels operating in the dark are 
required to display navigation lights between sunset and sunrise, typically a configuration of red light on port 
(left) and green light on starboard (right) with a white light at stern (rear).
Be safe, be sober. The same legal limits are in effect for intoxicated boat operators as motor vehicle drivers 
- .08 blood alcohol concentration. State law also provides a charge of operating a boat while impaired if an 
operator is ñappreciably impairedò even when blood alcohol concentration levels are under .08. 
Wear a personal flotation device, also known as a life preserver, life vest or lifejacket

The Outdoor Report of the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, is available exclusively through a free 
e-mail ..subscription! The Outdoor Report will be delivered to you by e-mail and will offer the latest outdoor 
news, upcoming  ..events, and subjects of interest to outdoor enthusiasts. 

DONôT MISS OUT ï SIGN UP NOW!

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF)

Outdoor Report
Managing and Conserving Our Wildlife and Natural Resources


