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Canada Goose hunting zones change this year
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Canada Goose Populations and Hunting Zones
L There are 4 distinct subpopulations of Canada geese in Virginia. These include our Atlantic flyway Resident

Population (RP) along with three migrant goose populations, the Atlantic Population (AP), the North Atlantic
Population (NAP), and the Southern James Bay Population (SJBP).

L Based on recent research and banding analyses, VDGIF has been able to better delineate the distribution and
migration corridors used by these different subpopulations of geese. This information has allowed them to
create a new hunt zone in the western part of the state that is relatively free of migrant geese and could
therefore have more liberal hunting regulations.

L Framework allows the VDGIF to split the former iWestern Hunt Zoned into two separate zones. The
westernmost portion of the state would be designated as the Resident Population Hunt Zone (RP) and the
central portion of the state would be designated as the Southern James Bay Population Hunt Zone (SJBP). The
eastern zone will remain the same and is known as the Atlantic Population Hunt Zone.

Atlantic Population (AP) Hunt Zone T The area east of the Stafford/King George County line from the
Potomac River south to the Rappahannock River, then west along the Stafford County line to Interstate 95, then
south along 1-95 to Route 460 in Petershurg, then southeast along Route 460 to Route 32 in the City of Suffolk,
then south to the North Carolina border.

Southern James Bay Population (SJBP) Hunt Zone T The area to the west of the AP Hunt Zone
boundary and east of the following line: the d@Blue Ridgeil (Loudoun County-Clarke County line) at the West

Virginia-Virginia Border, south to Interstate 64 (the Blue Ridge line follows county borders along the western
edge of Loudoun-Fauquier-Rappahannock-Madison-Greene-Albemarle and into Nelson Counties), then east
along Interstate Rt. 64 to Route 15, then south along Rt. 15 to the North Carolina line.

Resident Population (RP) Hunt Zone T The portion of the state west of the SJBP Hunt Zone.
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Virginia Waterfowlersi Association

Pig Pickind ,
Membership Meeting

Sunday, October 18, 2009
3:00pm gt7:00pm

Pocohontas State Park, Pavilion 1
(arrive at 3:00 pm for social, eat at 5:00 pm)
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All hunters (whether licensed or exempt from being licensed) who plan to hunt

doves, waterfowl, rails, woodcock, snipe, coots, gallinules or moorhens in Virginia
must be registered with the Virginia Harvest Information Program (HIP). HIP is
required each year and a new registration number is needed for the 2008-2009 hunting
season. To register for HIP, visit VAHIP.com or call 1-888-788-9772.

Some Tips for Better Waterfowling

Pattern your gun before the season. Things can happen between hunting seasons. Also pattern each new
shotgun shell type you plan on using this season, because each shot material flies a little differently.

Try shooting some skeet or sporting clays before the season begins. It helps get you back in the shooting
form, also it gives you an opportunity to make sure your gun works as intended.

Practice your calling.

When setting out decoys, always remember to leave a spot for waterfowl to land in. If you blanket the area
around your blind with decoys, waterfow! will land out of range.

Add a couple of floating goose decoys to your late-season mallard spread. Not only is it a good confidence
technique for ducks, but may also attract the attention of a wayward goose or two.

Donit over-hunt a productive field. Rest a good field for three or four days between hunts to ensure the geese
continue using it.

Add a couple of floating goose decoys to your late-season mallard spread. Not only is it a good confidence
technique for ducks, but may also attract the attention of a wayward goose or two.

When hunting in a blind with other hunters, choose one person or select the most experienced hunter to call
the shots.

Stop calling when ducks are approaching, and only begin calling again if the birds veer off or appear to be
losing interest. ( Call aggressively when a circling flock of waterfowl begins to veer away)

Learn to use a drake call. Try throwing a drake call in the mix when calling to wary birds. It just may be the
confidence call they need after hearing hen calls from every other blind on the water.

Add motion to your spread with jerk string or motion decoy.
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Virginians interested in learning how to hunt and Virginia hunters eager to share
their sport with friends and family now have a way to make it easier to pair up!
An apprentice license can be purchased by a new hunter before successfully
completing the Department's hunter education course. However, apprentice
hunters are reminded they still have to comply with this education requirement
before legally purchasing a state resident or nonresident basic hunting license.
Completion of the hunter education course can take place at any point during the
two-year period. Doing so will provide the apprentice with necessary proof of
course passage to purchase the basic hunting license and continue hunting

once the "test drive" period is over.
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11 year old Lindsay Martin, and her father
Richard, of Glen Allen, are all smiles with
first waterfowl hunting success.

2009 Dancels & VAWFA

Calling for the Cause
Duck and Goose Calling Contests

On Sunday, August 16, 2008, the annual Danceis Sporting Goods &
VAWFA Calling for the Cause duck and goose calling contests
were held in Colonial Heights, VA. This year, money was raised for
alocal 4H Youth Sport Shooting Program. Callers from Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina supported the worthy cause
event. Four calling contests were held Main Street Duck, Meat
Duck, Comp Goose and Junior Comp Goose. Many of the callers
from out of state, were preparing themselves for their state
waterfow! calling championships. A special thanks goes to Danceis
Sporting Goods, the callers and the VAWFA volunteers.




