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Rappahannock River Management Plan Study, 
(FOR) Public Comment Form and newspaper article

Recently, the VAWFA became aware of the Rappahannock River management plan study and a newspaper 
article in the Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star on the study. The city of Fredericksburg is working with the 
Friends of the Rappahannock (FOR) conservation organization on developing a management plan. The 
Friends of the Rappahannock conservation organization received a grant to fund the plan. Per the Friends of 
the Rappahannock website: The City is starting the process of developing a Management Plan for its 30 
+ mile corridor of riverfront lands. The planning committee is seeking PUBLIC COMMENT on issues 
to be addressed in the plan.

Enclosed are hyperlinks to the Free Lance-Star newspaper article and the Friends of the Rappahannock 
public comment form. Hunters, anglers, campers, canoeists and others interested in recreational uses of the 
4,000 plus acres of Rappahannock River frontage the city of Fredericksburg placed under permanent 
conservation ease in 2006 have until APRIL 15 to offer their comments as part of the first stage of a process
examining river access and future uses.
.
The Free Lance-Star newspaper article:
http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2009/032009/03192009/453356
http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2009/032009/03192009/453356/index_html?page=2

The Friends of the Rappahannock (FOR) PUBLIC COMMENTS FORM:
http://www.riverfriends.org/Programs/OtherPrograms/FredericksburgWatershedPropertyManagement
Plan/tabid/259/Default.aspx

The VAWFA supports hunting opportunities and the need for public access sites on the 
Rappahannock River . We encourage sportsmen and women to participate in the Rappahannock River 
Management Plan study by posting comments on the COMMENT FORM of the Friends of the Rappahannock 
website. 

City of Fredericksburg Watershed Property Management Plan
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Apprentice Hunting License is a Great Way to Begin!

With the Spring Gobbler season coming up, the Apprentice Hunting
License program is a great way to introduce a youngster or new adult 
hunter to the sport by getting an Apprentice Hunting License. An
apprentice license can be purchased by a new hunter before 
successfully completing the Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries' (VDGIF) hunter education course. However, apprentice 
hunters are reminded they still have to comply with this education 
requirement before legally purchasing a state resident or nonresident 
basic hunting license. 

Check this out!! VDGIF has posted a new Apprentice Hunting 
License video on their website.   
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/video/?video=14
The video is an overview of how the new Apprentice Hunter program 
works. Watch the video and consider becoming a mentor to a friend or 
family member who's always wanted to try hunting.

The Outdoor Report of the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 
is available exclusively through a free e-mail subscription! The Outdoor 
Report will be delivered to you by e-mail and 
will offer the latest outdoor news, upcoming events, and subjects of 
interest to outdoor enthusiasts.  
DONôT MISS OUT ï SIGN UP NOW!

http://enews.vi.virginia.gov/dgif/eoptinform.cfm

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF)

Outdoor Report
Managing and Conserving Our Wildlife and Natural Resources

VAWFA 2009 Spring 
Sporting Goods Swap Meet

On March 29, 2009 the VAWFA and Danceôs Sporting Goods 
hosted a Sporting Goods Swap Meet.  The weather was 
perfect and it was a great day to be outside.  Approximately a 
dozen sportsmen came out to sell new and used sporting 
equipment.  Many participants were local and others traveled 
from as far away as Northern Virginia, Roanoke and South Hill.  
It was definitely the place to be, if you needed equipment on a 
budget.  New duck decoys were selling for $1 a piece and used 
decoys were selling for as low as four for $1.  There was a 
good selection of clothing, boating equipment, fishing supplies 
and hunting related items.  Prices were definitely negotiable and trades were welcome.  As usual for VAWFA 
events the food was great, and everyone was friendly and social. If you missed the swap meet please keep 
checking the VAWFA website for future activities at http://www.vawfa.org/.

WildCrime@dgif.virginia.gov

DonDonôôt let someone t let someone ññstealstealòò wildlifewildlife
from you and future generations from you and future generations 
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THE WOODDUCK
The wood duck is regarded as the most beautiful North 
American duck. The male's breeding plumage of maroon, 
white, blue, green, red, brown and black is truly captivating.
The hen has grayish-brown feathers, a white chin and 
throat, and white eye rings. The wood duck is the only 
native duck with a smoothed down crest.

Wood ducks are medium-sized ducks, usually weighing 
about 1.5 pounds. Body length is 17-20 inches. Wings are 
broad and short, with a span of 30 inches; such wings aid 
flight through woods and other tight cover. The flight speed 
of wood ducks is 39-55 miles per hour. Adult woodducks 
prefer food such as acorns, beech nuts, berries, bald 
cypress cones, duckweed, sedges, wild grapes, and wild 
rice. Ducklings depend upon small invertebrates for the 
first 2 weeks. These invertebrates, including mayfly and 
dragon fly nymphs, are abundant in masses of aquatic 
plants.

These ducks live in hardwood swamps, beaver ponds, meandering streams, and rivers and artificial ponds 
surrounded by mature timber. During the breeding season, they are distributed across the eastern United 
States and southern Ontario to Florida and west to Minnesota and Texas. Breeding populations are found on 
the west coast in California, Oregon, and Washington. Eastern wood ducks winter in the southeast, and 
western ducks winter in California. 

The drakes and hens form pair bonds by late winter. The hen nests in a cavity in a tree or nesting box. The 
average clutch size is 9-12 dull white eggs. Eggs are laid one per day until clutch is completed. The incubation 
period is 28-37 days. Pair bonds last until just before the eggs hatch. Ducklings remain in the nest for 24 hours 
before their mother calls them out, whereupon they jump to the ground or water surface. The hen stays with her 
brood until the young can fly at 8-10 weeks of age. Some first-year nesting females will lay their eggs in the 
nests of other females. Called 'dump resting,' this behavior is more common when suitable nesting sites are in 
short supply. 

A Wood Duck Henôs nature
During the egg-laying period, a hen needs protein, and lots 
of it. She'll be searching out aquatic invertebrates 
(think bugs) found in shallow wetlands and river backwaters. 
This is also where she'll be leading her hungry ducklings 
after  the hatch, for the same reason. If the wetland is half-
filled with flooded brush, downed trees and vegetation, so 
much the better. Such waters are food-rich and provide safe 
brood cover. Hens have been known to lead their ducklings 
a mile overland to good brood waters. Overland treks can be  
hazardous, so try to place the box close to brood water.

As a rule, wood duck hens home back to where they were 
fledged, or where they were successful the year before. 
They will, however, pioneer to new areas. Always try to keep 
box placement in tune with a wood duck's primary habitat needs.
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