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Upcoming VDIGF Public Input MeetingsUpcoming VDIGF Public Input Meetings

June 29, 2009 - Annual Early Migratory Season Public Input Meeting
The Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF) will hold the 2009-2010 early        
season migratory    bird hunting regulations public input meeting (Doves, Rail, Woodcock, 
Snipe, Resident Canada Geese and   September Teal), on Monday June 29,2009 7-9 pm, at 
the VDGIF headquarters in Richmond,VA. The meeting will be held in the VDGIF Board 
Meeting Room. Early Season regulations will be set by VDGIF Board on Tuesday July 14, 
2009 at 9am.

August 3, 2009 - Annual Late Migratory Season Public Input Meeting
The Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF) will hold the 2009-2010 late   
season migratory bird hunting regulations public input meeting (Ducks, geese and swans), on 
Monday, August 3, 2009 7-9 pm, at the VDGIF headquarters in Richmond,VA. The meeting will
be held in the VDGIF Board Meeting Room. Late Season regulations will be set by VDGIF 
Board on Tuesday August 18, 2009 at 9 am.

The Virginia Waterfowlersô Association encourage its members and fellow waterfowlers to 
participate in all public input meetings. The Virginia Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries (VDGIF) would like to see more people attend these meetings. These meetings 
are your opportunity to address issues and concerns. Inputs from these meetings are 
forwarded to the Board of Directors of VDIGF. If you wish to be part of the process, please 
attend the meetings and provide VDGIF your input. Your input can make a difference. 
Hope to see you at the next meetings.

Todd Cocker
VAWFA
Executive Director

WWW.VAWFA.ORG
Dedicated to preserving the waterfowlerôs way of life in Virginia

Your input can make a difference!
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A message from Gary Costanzo
VDGIF Migratory Game Bird Program Manager

All, 
Listed below are a couple issues to think about for this year's early season regulations. The Federal 
Frameworks have not been set yet for this year, but we don't expect many changes, except for one dealing 
with the September Teal season. I sent out last year's Federal Frameworks in a previous email and they are 
attached again below. Take a look at the issues below and feel free to provide feedback prior to the public 
meeting so that we can address these issues at the meeting. Thanks.
September Canada geese - We again have the option to use special measures for September Canada goose 
hunting. These include extended shooting hours to 1/2 hour after sunset when no other waterfowl seasons 
are open, unplugged shotguns, and electronic calls. The Federal Framework allows for a season from 
September 1-25, and allows for a bag limit of 15 geese. We selected a 10-goose limit last year which was an 
increase from 5 the year before. We offered extended shooting hours for Canada geese from September 1 
through September 19 (until the Teal season opened on Sept. 20) East of I-95, and for the full season West 
of I-95. 
September Teal - This past winter, the Atlantic Flyway Council requested that the USFWS liberalize the 
framework for the September Teal season in the Atlantic Flyway by increasing the season length from 9 to 16 
days. This would make the Atlantic Flyway season equal to the 16-day teal seasons that are in effect in the 
Mississippi and Central Flyways. The USFWS is likely to grant this 16 day option to Atlantic Flyway states 
this year. The 16-day season option is only available if the blue-winged teal breeding population exceeds 4.7 
million birds. The breeding counts have not been finalized yet this year, but we expect that it will be over 4.7 
million.

In Virginia, we will then have a choice to make, because the teal season we select will influence when 
we can use the special measures for Canada goose hunting. Whenever the teal season is open we cannot 
permit extended shooting hours (or other special measures - unplugged shotguns, electronic calls) for 
Canada geese. If we extend the teal season to 16 days, we would likely run the teal season from September 
12 - 30, and therefore could not allow extended shooting hours for geese after September 11. Over the past 
5 years, our September teal harvest has averaged around 420 birds per season while our September goose 
harvest has averaged 13,260 per year, of which about half of this comes from East of I-95. So we have 
some options to consider here.
Doves - September 1 is on a Tuesday this year. In the past, when September 1st fell on a weekday 
(Tuesday through Friday), we generally waited until the first Saturday to open the season. That would be 
September 5th this year. Let us know if you have comments about this.
Woodcock - The Federal Framework is likely to remain the same again this year - 30 day season, 3 bird daily 
limit. It is difficult to satisfy all hunters across the state with such a short season. Western hunters want the 
season early and want it to overlap with grouse before the deer season opens, Piedmont hunters want the 
season in November to overlap more with quail, and eastern hunters want the season late for when the birds 
show up there.
Rail and Snipe - No changes expected in the Federal Frameworks. 
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July
General Membership
Meeting & Cookout

Sunday, July 12, 2009
3pm-5pm

at Sussex Shooting Sports
Located on Route 460 ï 2 miles west of Waverly, VA

Meeting will begin at 3pm followed 
by a Cookout.

RAFFLES DOOR PRIZES AUCTIONS

Attention VAWFA Members

Make plans to come on down to Sussex
Shooting Sports earlier in the day. 
They have made some changes for the 
better. The waterfowl stations have 
always been my favorite.

Hope to see you,

Todd Cocker
Executive Director
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